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NATIONWIDE  
INCIDENCE RATE 

1 in 8 men
will be diagnosed with  

prostate cancer in their lifetime

3.3+ million men
currently diagnosed with prostate cancer 

This year in the United States: 

New cases: 299,010 | Deaths: 35,250

veterans are 1.5x
more likely to get prostate cancer

african american men are 2.1x
 more likely to die of prostate cancer.

Source: Estimates based on 2024 data from the American Cancer Society 
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INCIDENCE RATE  
IN CALIFORNIA

95.4 in every 100,000 men
will be diagnosed with 

prostate cancer in their lifetime

19.8 in every 100,000 men
die from the disease

This year in California:

New cases: 26,350 | Deaths: 4,200

national rankings by state: 
 #48 for prostate cancer incidence  

#21 for prostate cancer deaths

C
AL I F O R NI A

U S A

ZERO’s Impact in California

Patient Programs

•  ZERO360 is a free, comprehensive support service that helps patients and their loved ones navigate 
insurance, find resources to help pay for treatment and living expenses, connect with emotional support 
services, and ensure access to care.

•  ZERO’s nationwide Us TOO support group network offers a variety of peer-led virtual and in-person 
groups offering emotional support, resources, and education to empower those impacted by prostate 
cancer to make informed decisions about their care.

•  ZERO’s MENtor program matches patients with trained, volunteer MENtors who have been on a similar 
journey to provide ongoing, one-on-one support.

•  ZERO Connect is our online private Facebook group where you can connect with others affected by 
prostate cancer, ask questions, and learn from their experiences.
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CDC’s National Comprehensive Cancer Control Program (NCCCP)  
Funding in California:

CDMRP* Grants in California
Year Introduced: 1997 
Total Grants to Date: 553 
Total Grand Awards Through FY 2022**: $283.2M   
* Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs
**PCRP (Prostate Cancer Research Program) data for FY 2023 has not yet been posted

•  For prostate cancer, recommendations encouraging informed decision-making regarding screening are  
emphasized rather than focusing on increasing screening rates. 

•  Objective: By 2015, increase the proportion of men 40 years and older who have talked with their  
healthcare providers about prostate cancer screening. 

•  Strategy: Educate men about prostate cancer, its risk factors, and screening benefits and risks, and  
encourage them to consult with their healthcare providers and participate in shared decision-making  
regarding prostate cancer screening.

•  Strategy: Educate primary care providers to utilize appropriate risk assessment tools and discuss with their 
male patients the risks and benefits of prostate cancer screening to promote informed decision making at 
appropriate ages depending upon patients’ risk factors.

•  Strategy: Develop questions for prostate cancer screening regarding family history and informed decision 
making to include in data surveillance tools.

•  Strategy: Continue to monitor medical science and screening recommendations and unify the messages 
from cancer authorities about the benefits and risks of prostate cancer screening to promote informed  
decision making.

•  Strategy: Support funding for research to identify better screening tools for prostate cancer and to  
develop new and effective treatment options.

GRANT RECIPIENT YEAR AMOUNT

University Of California San Francisco 2012 $9,455,882

University Of Southern California 1999 $2,200,891

University Of California Los Angeles 1999 $1,764,226

Sanford Burnham Prebys  
Medical Discovery Institute, La Jolla 2022 $1,755,000

University Of California San Diego 2013 $1,681,618



ZERO is a 501(c)(3) 
philanthropic  
organization  
recognized with four  
out of four stars by 
Charity Navigator and  
is accredited by the  
Better Business Bureau. 

ZERO Prostate Cancer is the leading national nonprofit with the mission to 
end prostate cancer. ZERO advances research, improves the lives of men  
and families, and inspires action. Visit our website: www.zerocancer.org.

ZERO Contact: 
Ali Manson, MPH 
Vice President, Government Relations & Advocacy  
ali@zerocancer.org | 703-624-1223
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(continued from previous page) CDC’s National Comprehensive Cancer Control  
Program (NCCCP) Funding in California:

•  Objective: African American men have the highest incidence and mortality rates for prostate cancer  
in California among all men. In addition, across all ethnic groups in California, African American men are 
among those with the lowest screening rates. By 2015, increase the percentage of African Americans 
(non-Hispanic black) men 40 years and older who have ever had Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) screening 
by 20 percent, from the current baseline of 61.2% to 73.4%.

•  Strategy: Continue to monitor medical science and screening recommendations, and unify the message 
from cancer authorities about the benefits and risks of prostate cancer screening to promote informed  
decision making.  Educate primary care providers to utilize appropriate risk assessment tools and provide 
comprehensive, consistent, and balanced information about prostate screening to promote informed  
decision making for African American men 40 years and older.

•  Strategy: Educate African American men 40 years and older who are at high risk for prostate cancer  
about prostate cancer risk factors, screening benefits and options, and the importance of consulting their 
healthcare providers and participating in shared decision making regarding prostate cancer screening.

•  Objective: By 2015, decrease the mortality rate of prostate cancer among all Californians by ten percent, 
from the current baseline rate of 21.7/100,000 to 19.5/100,000. 

•  Objective: By 2015, decrease the mortality rate of prostate cancer among African American  
(non-Hispanic black) men by ten percent, from the current baseline rate of 51.6/100,000 to the target  
rate of 46.4/100,000.

•  Strategy: Increase access to screening and treatment for men, especially those at increased risk. Support 
continued and/or increased funding for the state prostate cancer treatment program for uninsured and  
under-insured men. Compile and post a list of free or low-cost prostate cancer treatment resources.

•  Strategy: Support funding for research to identify better screening tools for prostate cancer and to  
develop new, effective treatment options

In the 2021 legislative session, ZERO was proud to support AB 1520, a bill to eliminate cost-sharing for  
prostate cancer screening for high-risk men.


